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took with him a shield that acted as a mirror and
in which he was able to behold her without harm
to himself. There is an aspect of the world which
has chilled and petrified the human heart. Its
stony indifference, its devastating forces, its shat-
tering storms and earthquakes, its disease and
death, have caused brave men to lose faith and
hope. If, however, we look at the universe
through the shield of human personality, with its
inflexible laws of right, its faith, its hope, its love,
we may pass through the ordeal unharmed. For
by a strange paradox we see the world without
most clearly when we look at the world within.
The vast story of creation is not explained until
we read the final chapter.

It is important to gain this standpoint because,
without it, the promises, the hopes, the assurances
of " In Memoriam " may seem remote. The logic
of the poem is not addressed merely to " the freez-
ing reason's colder part." Its appeal is to the
whole nature of the reader. It assumes certain
elemental convictions and affirmations. If these
are denied, the poet will not attempt to argue
with us. He has, indeed, no argument to advance.
You cannot prove ultimate things like love and